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Professor Leo Oufan Lee, Professor of Chinese Emeritus, Harvard University;
Professor of Humanities, Chinese University of Hong Kong

“Unexpected Affinities” lecture series

1. Topic: The Fallacy of Cultural Incommensurability
Venue: CityU Multimedia Conference Room
Date & Time: 6 Feb 07 (Tue), 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Abstract: Cultural incommensurability is the idea that nothing in common exists
across the boundaries of the East and the West. By showing that this very
idea exists in both China and the West, the first lecture in the series reveals
the internal difficulties of the incommensurability argument and thereby
lays the ground for the comparative study of literatures and cultures East
and West.
2. Topic: “Faire une perle d’une larme”: Reading across Cultures
Venue: B7603, CTL Multi-purpose Room
Date & Time: 09 Feb 2007 (Fri), 4:00pm-5:30pm
Abstract: This lecture looks at some conceptual metaphors in Chinese and Western
texts, particularly the image of pearl and its symbolic meaning, and argues
that certain critical insights are possible only from a cross-cultural perspective
beyond the limited vision of one single culture or tradition.
3. Topic: “Within the infant rind of this weak flower”: The Ambivalence of Poison
and Medicine
Venue: B7603, CTL Multi-purpose Room
Date & Time: 12 Feb 2007 (Mon), 4:00pm-5:30pm
Abstract: From Shen Kuo's Mengxi bitan and several other Chinese texts to Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, this lecture examines the themes of the conceptualization
of the human body and the medical treatment of the body, the dialectic
of medicine and poison, understood figuratively or allegorically. By exploring
this theme in different literary traditions, the lecture shows the unexpected
affinities of texts and ideas across cultures East and West.
4. Topic: “A paradise within thee, happier far”: The Dialectic of Return and Reversal
Venue: G7619, FHS Conference Room
Date & Time: 14 Feb 2007 (Wed), 4:00pm-5:30pm
Abstract: The fourth and the last lecture in this series explores the thematic affinities

between Chinese and Western formulations of the idea of dialectic movement,
expressed with the image of a circle or sphere, as a return or reversal, in
literary, religious and philosophical texts. The various examples will show
that it is common in both China and the West to use the circle and sphere
as images of development and perfection, of spiritual quest and internal
knowledge, of the process of mystical meditation and philosophical

contemplation.
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Zhang Longxi’s Bio-sketch

Professor Zhang Longxi holds an MA from Peking University and a Ph. D. from Harvard
University. He has taught in Peking, Harvard, the University of California, Riverside, and
is currently Chair Professor of Comparative Literature and Translation at the City University
of Hong Kong. Professor Zhang has a wide range of interests in the comparative study of
literatures and cultures East and West, and has published numerous articles in both Chinese

and English on related subjects. His major book publications include:

1 AW AE W D5 3G R [A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century Theories of
Literature]. Beijing: Joint Publishing Co., 1986.
2. The Tao and the Logos: Literary Hermeneutics, East and West. Durham: Duke University
Press, 1992.
Korean translation, 1997; Chinese translation, 1998; 20006.
Mighty Opposites: From Dichotomies to Differences in the Comparative Study of China.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998.
4. GEH AL BT BAIE) [Out of the Cultural Ghetto). Hong Kong: The Commercial Press
(Hong Kong) Ltd., 2000;
2nd expanded edition, Beijing: Joint Publishing Co., 2004.
5. Allegoresis: Reading Canonical Literature East and West. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, 2005.
K ESALBESE i) [ Ten Essays in Chinese-Western Cross-Cultural Studies]. Shanghai:
Fudan University Press, 2005.
7. Unexpected Affinities: Reading across Cultures. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2007.
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