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Introduction

< Perfective aspect
> agrammatical aspect
> describes an action viewed as a simple whole
> for various similar semantic roles
s E.g. momentary events and the onsets or completions of events

> English » Inflectional morphemes
m E.g. I'velost my key.
m E.g. I finished drinking.
> (Cantonese » Aspect markers
m B8 FiE RIES{R,
m [.g FR5E,



Our research

< Study aim
> the usage of Cantonese verbal particles:
m [ /202/
n [ 5E Jjyung/
> their semantics roles in different contexts

< Hypothesis
> 1Ir J/z02/ and | 52 J/jyuny/ are not totally interchangeable
> [ 1/z02/ and | 52 J/jyung/ mark differently in some cases




Background



Tense & Aspect

Tense Aspecl
Deictic Non-deictic
situation-external time situation-internal time
the time of a situation relative to the internal temporal constituency of
the situation of an utterance a situation

Comrie (1976)



Perfective aspect verbal particle — BE /z02/

< (Can occur in past, present and future

Past Present Future
Pxample | (5 s | o BB B B, (B
B, ’ — 7B & PV R
He went mad while [f his mum dies one
he was shopping He is mad. day, he will be mad.
yesterday.




Perfective aspect verbal particle — 58 /jyung/

% (Can occur in past, present and future

Past Present Fulure
Example | ympmoarits b | RERREIPE | SMRIRSEIAE b
[ ate before I had [ eat before I go to [ will eat before I go
lesson yesterday. class. to class later.
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Research Method
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< Quantitative research method

> (Online questionnaires

A set of 19 Multiple Choice Questions i

>

/7

VYVYY

% Participants

Native cantonese speakers
Age between 18 and 23
University students

17 responses

City University of Hong Kong LT 3211
Semantics Survey

Thank you for participating in this survey. This survey is conducted by students from the
Department of Linguistics and Translation from City University of Hong Kong . This study attempts
to understand the usage of Cantonese verbal particles 'z | zo2and ' J jyun4 in different
contexts. All data collected will be only for academic use. Thank you!

In the following questions, choose the most suitable answer according to your daily usage of
Cantonese.

BEFSRAMEEE - _
AARERATAS BELEERR B4 ERNEREETRESEEPN (| 2028 (8
| jyund BUSESEFIGE FIARTY © S R AR UG B - B |
HFEERRET DA EENER - RERRARERAEE -

* Required



Result & Discussion



Q12

Survey Result (Example)

12) /R4 H B_8oR?

i3
100%: 100.0%

O % Izo2/
O = ljyun4/

() WigEa  IBothl

W% : 17 Number of respondents

W v



Survey Result

> 85%
Categories Number of questions Data interpretation
W /702/ 10 Only & mostly "% /z02/
58 /jyunyg/ 3 Only & mostly 7 /jyung/
Both 6 Ambiguous







Sentences with only BE

O1

ER AT
He/She has died.

Qo6

T,
[ have lost my job.

Q4

TELRKSEE R

Is he/she gone crazy?

Q17

SEN VR (LI RS o L S N

I met many new friends in the event held yesterday




Qo6: RE #HT

M moz z02/3 T
[ have lost my job.

Interpretation : Job was lost

Action can be repealed

Focusing on the matter: lose a job
(I can lose another job again)

No progressive form

3 T losing ajob??

Focusing on the present state

Still cannot get a job until now







Sentences with only 52

Q3 TTWRLAT ML, BT B !

Oh, I'm done this time.

Q15 Y _ ARG H ML,

Let’s go out after raining.

Q19 FRBH  Ernhn, PR AT 9

[ finished the meeting, where are we going to meet?




Quo. F2BH _ &M, RHFRBESE 2

» (I finished the meeting, where are we going to meet?)

The action cannot be repeated

That meeting has finished already

The verb can be used in progressive way

B 4@ = having a meeting

Focusing on the completion of the
previous state

That meeting has completed




Ambiguous Sentence

Q2) fRVER A, MM Dk,
Q5) R4 Hahd PR, IRE 2 % (Can use both aspectual markers

VR i — NAgEEE Y N
Q8) IR AW ZE = -4y S, #h_JiR? > Have more than one
Q10) fRE_HAR? i _. interpretations
Q16) X% 2 Fo HEmEFEEE
Q18) = HR__iH, 4 H 4Fa=E,




In interrogative

sentences
(Questions)




05) YR45- H GhZE H R EREH, fRE_R?

R4 BB 2R, IREK huir z02/R?

You said you would go back to secondary school to visit the teachers today ,
did vou go’

» No presupposition: You have or have not gone back and visited the teachers



fR4 B RSP EEREM, IREZ (uir jyuny/R?
You said you would go back to secondary school to visit the teachers today,
have you been o ¢

» Presupposition : You did go back to your secondary school and visited
the teachers.



Quo0) IRE_FR?

YR BE /sikz z02/8REK? WRESE /sik2 jyuny/ BRF?
Did you have your dinner? Have you linished your
dinner?

> No presupposition > Presupposition

» The questions have



Conclusion



W /z02/ 2 /jyuny/

Properties of verb 1. The action can be 1. The action cannot be
repeated, but not the repeated
same object 2. The verb can be used

2. The verb cannot be used In progressive way

in the progressive way

Foregrounding aspect Focus on the completion of

Focus on the present state
the state

Presupposition in
questions




Our hypothesis...

1. W5 J/z02/ and ! 52 J/jyung/ are not totally
interchangeable and are used in different cases

2. TIE 1/z02/ doesn’t have presupposition while [ 55 |/ jvuny/
has in interrogative sentences
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Appendix



Question Br 02/ | 52 Jyun 4/ | Both
1) {EFE_Mi - 100%

2) fEvkRkH S5 TIER - 65% 35%
3) FTMA T - Br_mi! 6% 88% 6%
4) FEHREEEPRLEE 0 IRE_R? 94% 6%
5) {55 HaEHE PR - IRE_R? 70% 12% 18%
6) FH_(7 L - 100%

7) R ENAT » TG HE - 100%

8) IRAEAE =478 » H_NR? 70% 30%
9) RS HHF_HER? 94% 6%
10) fRE_fA? 35% 65%
11) B4 - RE_FR? 100%

12) {RSHB_BHR? 100%

13) FemRERER A _(EfF - 88% 6%
14) {EABREE_ER - 100%

15) Y& _MRZ &5 RN - 100%

16) X & ? & EE@FELE - 12% 41% 65%
17) FHpEFEEEGR G A - 100%

18) TFHER 1 > SHIFHEE - 29% 71%
19) kB G - BM{AEBREE? 94%, 6%

Survey Result







Q& A



